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W e have audited tile accompanying statement of assets and liabilities of the Tax Collector Fund (agency 
fund) of the SI. M arlin Parish Sheriff as of June 30, ] 999, and the related statement of collections, distributions 
and unseltled balances for the year then ended, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statem ents ~B'e 
the responsibility of the St. M artin Parish Sheriff as Ex-Officio Parish Tax Collector. Our responsibility is to 
express an opinion on these financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w it/) generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards 
require llmt we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether rite financial statements 
arc free ofm aterial m isstatement. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amouBts 
and disclosures in the financial slalem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and 
significanl estim ates m ade by m anagement, as well as evahlating fire overall financial statem ent presentation. 
W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

As described m ore flflly in N ote I, the accom panying statem ents present inform ation only OB the Tax 
Collector Fund (agency fund). Further, the accompanying statements have been prepared on lhe cash basis of 
accounting which is a com prehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. 

In our opinion, the financial statements refen'ed to above present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the assets 
and liabilities and the collections, distributions and unsettled balances of the Tax Collector Fund of the St. M artin 
Parish Sherifl, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, on the basis of accounting described in Note I. 
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Our audit was performed for the purpose of form ing an opinion oll tile financial statements taken as a 
whole. The year 2000 supplemental information on page 9 is not a required part of the basic fiuancial statements 
bu~ is supplemental inform ation required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board. W e have applied 
certain lim ited procedures, which consisted principally of inquiries of m anagement regarding the methods of 
measurem ent and presentation of the supplemental information, ltowevcr, we did not audit the information and 
do not express an opinion on it. In addition, we do not provide assurance that the St. M artin Parish Shcriff is or 
will becom e year 2000 com pliaut, thai the Sheriff's year 2000 rem cdiatio~ efforts will be success fill in whole 
or in part, or that parties w itb which the Sheriff does business are or will become year 2000 com pliant. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated October 22, 1999 
on our consideration of the St. M artin Parish Sheriff's internal control over financial repol~ing and our tests of 
its com pliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations. 

Breaux Bridge, Louisiana 
October 22, 1999 

K older, Champagne, Slaven & R ainey, LLC 

Certified Public Accountants 



FIN AN CIAL STATEM ENTS 



ASSETS 

Cash and interest-bearing deposils 

LIABILITIES 

D ue to taxing bodies and others 

ST. M ARTIN PA RISH SH ERIFF 

St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Tax Collector Agency Fund 

Statem ent of A ssets and Liabilities 

June 30, 1999 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 

$ 498,163 

$ 498,163 



ST. M ARTIN PARISIt SHERIFF 

St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Tax Collector Agency Fund 

Slatem ent of Collections, Distributions, and Unsettled Balances 

Year Ended June 30. 1999 

Unsettled balances at July 1, 1998 

Collections: 

Ad valorem taxes 

State revenue sharing 

Sporting licenses 

Parish licenses 

Interest 

Refunds and redem ptions 
Tax notices, costs, etc. 

Total collections 

Distributions: 
Louisiana Departm ent of W ildlife and Fisheries 

Louisiana Departm ent of Agriculture and Forestry 

Louisiana Tax com m ission 

Atchafalaya Basin Levee District 

Teche-Verm ilion Freshwater District 

St. M artin Parish: 

Police Jury 

School Board 

Assessor 
Itospital service districts 

W aterw orks District No. 2 

Sewerage District No. 1 

Sheriff 

M unicipalities 
Public 1.ibrary 

Clerk of Court 

Pension Funds 

Refunds, etc. 

Total distributions 

Unsettled balances at June 30. 1999 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 

307,36 

140,519 

998,011 

152,714 

283,016 

41,887 

25,979 
2,311 

2.644.437 

128,607 

19,033 

2,659 

168,220 

98.247 

4,374,209 

3,651,315 

389,631 
367,975 

104,438 

231,920 

1,768,783 

58,963 

754,163 

15,443 

319,729 

300 

2,453,635 

498.163 



(2) 

(3) 

ST. M ARTIN PAR1SIt SHERIFF 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

Sum m ary of Significant Accounlinz Policies 

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, tile sheriff is the 
ex-offieio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution ofad valorem 
property taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, and sporting licenses. 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:517(D) requires that the accounts of each tax collector be audited 
annually. Accordingly, the accom panying statement reflects financial activity of the Sheriff rclating 
only to his responsibility as ex-officio tax collector. Amounts included in this report are also included 
in the Sheriff's general purpose financial statements. 

The accounts of the tax collector are established  to reflect tile collections im posed  by law, 
distributions pursuant to such law, and unsettled balances due various taxiug bodies and o/hers. The 
aCCom panying fluancial statem ents have been prepared on the cash basis of accounting, w ith collections 
recognized when received and distributions reflected when paid. 

nlerest-Bearin~ Deposits 

State law authorizes the Sheriff to deposit tax collections in a bank dom iciled in the parish 

where tile funds are collected. At June 30, 1999, the Sheriff has interest-bearing deposits (book 
balances) totaling $498,163, representing unsettled tax collections. Deposit balances (bank balances) 
at June 30, 1999 of $462,576 are fully secured through federal deposit insurance. 

Slate Revenue Sharinu Funds 

The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 63 of 1998 were dislributed as follows 

Atchafalaya Basin Levee District 
Teche-Verm ilion Freshwater District 
St. M artin Parish 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff 
Public Library 
A ssessor 
M unicipalities 

Pension Funds 

Total 

$ 33,615 
12,349 

378,497 
265,405 
106,489 
63,590 
66,910 
58,963 
12,193 

$998,011 



(4) Unsettled Balances 

ST. M ARTIN PA RISH SH ERIFF 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

The unsettled cash balance at June 30, 1999 of $498,163 consists of $395,418 in ad valorcm taxes, 
$16,203 in sporting licenses, $17,958 in parish licenses, $55,929 in interest, and $12,655 in other 
collections. 



SUPPLEM EN TAL IN FORM ATION 



ST. M AR l'IN PARIS! 1 SI 1ERIFF 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 
Tax Colleelor Agency 

Year 2000 Issue (unaudited) 
Year Ended June 30, 1999 

Tile Y ear 2000 issue is the result of com puter program s being written using two digits rather than four 
to define the applicable year. Any of the Sheriff's com puter programs that have time sensitive software m ay 
recognize a date using "00" as the year 1900 rather than the year 2000. This could result in a system failure 
or inisealculations causing disruptions of operations, including am ong other things, a temporary inability to 
process transactions or engage in sim ilar norm al business activities. 

The Sheriff has com pleted an inventory of computer systems and other electronic equipment that m ay 
be affected by the year 2000 issue and that are necessary to conducting Sheriff operations and have identified 
such system s as being financial reporting, payroll and tax collection. 

The tax collection system has been assessed, rem ediated, and tested and validated. 
~ , The financial reporting and payroll system s have been assessed and arc currently being remediaied. 

Testing and validation will have Io occur prior to the systems being used for financial reporting and 
payroll processing. 

Remaining contracted amounts of $129,380 are committed (but not yet incurred) to this project as of 
June 30. 1999. 

l?,ecause of the unprecedented nature of the Year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of related 
rem ediadon e~brts w ill not be fidly determ inable uulil die year 2000 and thereafter. M anagem ent cannot assure 
flint the Sheriff is or will be Year 2000 ready, tlmt the Sheriff's remediation efforts will be successfid in whole 
or in part, or that parties with whom tile Sheriff does business w ill be year 2000 ready. The Sheriff is utilizing 
extern al resources to identify and test the system s for Year 2000 com pliar~ce. 
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SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA 
REPORT ON CO M PI,IAN CE AN D ON IN TH ~,N A I. CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNIANIS 

CON TROl. OV ER FIN AN CIAl. REPO RTING BA SEl) ON AN AUDIT O F 
FIN ANCIA l. STATEM EN TS PERI:ORM ED 1N ACCO RI)ANCF, w rrl 1 

GOV I'RN M EN T AU I)ITING STAN DA RDS 

The Ilonorable Charles A . Fuselier 
St. M arlin l)arish Sheriff as 
F.x-O fficio Tax Collector 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

W e have audited tile Tax Collector Fund (agency fuud) finaucial statements of tile St. Martin I)arish Sheriff 
as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, and }lave issued our report Ibereol't datcd Oclobcr 22, 1999. O tlr 
reporl slates that the statem ent of assets aud liabilities and the statelneut of collections, distributions, and 
unsettled balances have been prepared on the cash basis of accounting which is a com prehensive basis of 
accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and tile standards 
applicable to financia 
of the United Slates. 

audits contained in Goverum ent Auditing Standards , issued by tile Com lltroller Genera 

Colnpliaace 
As parl of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether tile St. M artin Parish Sheriff's finaucial statem ents 

are free of m aterial m isstatem eal, we perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith cerlaia provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on tile 
determ iuation of financial statem ent am ounts, llowever, providing an opinion on com pliance w ith those 
provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. "File results 
of our tests disclosed no instances of notlcompllance that are required to be reported under GovetTlmeat AuditinR 
Standards. Itowever, we noted a certain im m aterial instance of noncom pliance that we have reported to tile 
m anagem ent of St. M artin Parish Sheriff in a separate letter dated October 22, 1999. 

uternal Control O ver Financial Reoortin~ 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the St. M artin Parish Sherif~s internal control over 
financial reporling in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for tile purpose of expressing our opinion on 
the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance ell the internal control over financial reporting. 1 Iowever, 
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we noted a certain m atter involving the intern al control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider 
to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing to our attention relating to significant 
deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting that, in our judgment, could 
adversely affect the St. M artin Parish Sherift's ability to record, process, summarize and report finaucial data 
consistent w ith the assertions of m anagem ent in the financial statem ents. The reportable condition noted is in 
tile accompanying schedule of prior and current audit findings and m anagement's corrective action plan as item 
99-1. 

A m aterial w eakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of file internal control 
com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatements in amounts that would be 
material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely 
period by employees in the normal course of perform ing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the 
internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control ',hat 
m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are 
also considered to be m aterial weaknesses. W e believe the reportable condition identified as ilem 99-1 in tile 
schedule of prior and current audit findings and management's corrective action plan is a material weakness. 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation and use of lnanagem ent aod is not intended to be and should 
not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

Breaux Bridge, Louisiana 
October 22, 1999 

Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Rainey, LLC 

Certified Public Accountants 



Prior Year FindinRs 

Com pliance 

ST. M ARTIN PAR1SIt SItERIFF 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Schedule of Prior and Current Audit Findings and 
M aaagem cnt's Corrective Action Plan 

Year Ended  June 30, 1999 

em 98-1 - N oncom oliancc w ith Louisiana Fiscal A ~encv and Cash M anaeem ent l.aw s 

Finding 

The St. M arlin Parish Sheriff did not comply w ith Louisiana Revised Statutes 
(LSA-R.S.) 39:1225. This statute states that the amount & funds on deposit with fiaancial 
institu|ions m ust, at all times, be one huadred percent secured. The Sheriff had inadequate 
security at one financial institution at Decem ber 31, 1997 in the approxim ate am ount of 
$2,700,000. 

Partially resolved. See item 99-2 

Internal Control Over Financial Reoortin 

Item 98-2 - Inadeouate Se~reP.ation of Accountin~ Functions 

Finding: 

D ue to the sm all num ber of em ployees, the Sheriff did not have adequate 
segregation of functions w ithin the accounting system . 

Status 

Unresolved. See item 99-1 

M anagem ent Letter Item 

There were no m anagem ent letter items for the Tax Collector Fund at June 30, 1998 

(continued) 



ST. M ARTIN I'A R1SH $1 I ERIFF 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Schedule of Prior and Current Audit Findings and 

Management's Corrective Action Plan (continued) 

Year Ended June 30, 1999 

Current Year Findings and M ana~ement's Corrective Action Plan 

Com pliance 

There w ere no item s required to be reported under this section at June 30, 1999 

nternal Control Over Financial Reoortin~ 

Item 99-1 - InadeQuate Seareaation of Accountin~ Functions 

Due to the sm all number of employees, the Sheriff did not have adequate 
segregation of functions w ithin the accounting system . 

M anagem ent's Corrective Action Plan 

M anagement has determined that it is not cost effective to achieve complete 
segregation of duties within the accounting department. No plan is considered 
necessary. 

M anagem ent Letter Item s 

tern 99-2 - Noncompliance with Louisiana Fiscal A~encv and Cash M anagement Laws 

Finding: 

The St. Martin Parish Sheriff did not comply with Louisiana Revised Statutes (LSA- 
R.S.) 39:1225. This statute states that the amount of funds on deposit with financial 
institutions m ust, at all tim es, be one hundred percent secured. The Sheriff had 
inadequate security at one financial institution at Decem ber 31, 1998. Because this was 
an im m aterial instance of noncom pliance, it is only m entioned in the m aoagem ent letter. 

M aoagem ent's Corrective Action Plan 

The St. M artin Parish Sheriff closely m onitored securities pledged during the year. 
The Sheriff was undersecured at December 31, 1998 due to an error by the financial 
institution responsible for pledging the securities. Therefore, there is no corrective action 
to be taken by the St. M artin Parish Sheriff. 
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File Honorable Charles A . Fuselier 
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During our audit of the financial statem ents of the St. M artin Parish Sheriff as of 
and for the year ended June 30, 1999 we noted a certaiu area in which im provement in your 
financial practices m ay be desirable. Timrefore, the follow ing im provement is 
reeonnnended: 

Securities pledged should be more closely monitored to 
prevent nndersecuring. However, we have noted 
significant im provem ent over prior years. 

W e would like to express our appreciation to you and your office staff for the 
courtesies and assistance rendered to us in the performance of our audit. Should you have 
any questions or need assistance in im plementing our recommendation please feel free to 
contact LIS. 

K older, Chamlm gne, Slaven & R ainey, LLC 

Bteaux Bridge, l.onisiana 
O ctober 22. 1999 

234 t'~  Bea~egard 
Lafayetle. L~ l$1ana }'0,508 
Pl~  (337) 232&141 

133 last W addiI 
M arksvil~o, [A 71351 
PIlO~ (31 O} 2539252 

Certified Public Accountants 


